Book Reviews and contributed to by social and intellectual historians and historians of psychology and psychiatry. They cover the period 1894 to 1944 and are meant to be provocative rather than to create a definitive history of it. Each essay is a scholarly presentation, and together they represent an impressive amount of historical material.
RUTH HALL (editor), Dear Dr. Stopes. Sex in the 1920s. Letters to Marie Stopes, London, Deutsch, 1978, 8vo, pp. 218, £6.50 . The editor has had the excellent idea of a survey of sexual matters in the 1920s, based on letters written to Marie Stopes (1880 Stopes ( -1958 Little research has so far been carried out on this interesting aspect of English social history. Much of the material used by Professor Altick appears here for the first time, and he has produced a unique account of London exhibitions from 1600 to a decade after the Crystal Palace Great Exhibition of 1851. The variety is enormous: religious relics, eighteenth-century virtuosi, scientific displays, art collections, the panorama and diorama, freaks, waxworks, etc. This book is, however, by no means a catalogue of such attractions, because the London shows have been integrated with contemporary intellectual attitudes and public taste.
The medical and scientific aspects of this survey are especially interesting, because every possible variety of anomaly and physical peculiarity was exhibited at one time or another. The whole history of the dissemination of medical and scientific ideas and data by this medium needs a much deeper study.
However, Professor Altick is to be congratulated on his excellent and scholarly work and the industry needed for its production. The only criticism of note relates to his 181 well-chosen illustrations which adorn the book. In some cases their reproduction leaves much to be desired; possibly due to the state of the originals.
